1.  DATE  • TIME  GROUP 


12  Kay  49 


3.  SOURCE 


13/oiooz 


Civilian 


4.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 


LOCATION 


Roanoke,  Virginia 


n 


10.  CONCLUSION 


AIRCRAFT 


one 

% 


S.  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION  11.  BRIEF  SU/4MARY  AND  ANALYSIS 


Not  Reported 


6.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 


Ground-Vi 


7.  COURSE 


Observer  sighted  v/hat  appeared  to  be  an  aaber  light*  It  was 
aoving  slov;ly  and  it  appeared  as  an  airplane  with  landing 
lights*  Tho  light  was  turned  off  and  a sound,  like  tho 
drone  of  E-29  motors,  was  heard.  Sparks  were  seen  trailing 
the  objedt* 


V7est 


6.  PHOTOS 

□ Y«s 

K No 


9.  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE 


□ Yot 
5:  No 


TITLE 


Headquarters  United  states  Air  Force 
THE  INSPECTOR  GENERAL 
OFFICE  OF  SPECIAL  INVESTIGATIONS 

REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION 


^Ncussinun 


PROJECT  "®UDCE" 

Incident,  Roanoke,  Virginia 

13  ilay  19^9 


CHARACTER 

SPECIAL 


REFERENCE 

None 


this  is  an  initial  report* 


SYNOPSIS 


FILE  NO. 

5D  2U-21R 


DATE 

7 June  I9U9 


REPORT  MADE  BY 

CHATJ-ES  F. 


blk 


REPORT  MADE  AT 

DO  #3,  W/PAFB,  Dayton,  Olio 


PERIOD 

3 June  I9U9 


OFFICE  OF  ORIGIN 

DO  n/lAFB.  Dayton 


STATUS 

PENDING 


Investigation  requested  by  Lt.  Colonel  A.  J* 
HEIISTREET,  JR.,  Acting  Chief,  Analysis  Division, 
Ihtelligenoe  Department,  Wright-Patterson  Air 
Force  Base,  Dayton,  Ohio  to  determine  character- 
istics of  nysterious  cigar-shaped  object  re- 
ported seen  by  several  persons  over  Roanoke, 
Virginia  and  other  parts  of  V/est  Virginia  and 
Eastern  Tennessee.  Report  of  observers  was 
taken  from  the  Roanoke  World-News,  Roanoke, 
Virginia.  Friday  afternoon-  13  May  19U9* 


DISTRIBUTION 


AilC 

OSI  (Ihol) 
DO  #21  (Jhds) 
File 


AFCII  FOKM  A 
23  JULY  48  ^ 


OOWNGRA  Br.n  — n i,  . 

DECLassu-:--..  . 


UNCLASSIFIED 


ACTION  COPY  FORWARDED  TO 

Commanding  General 
Air  Materiel  Command 
Wright-Patterson  AFB 
Dayton,  Ohio 
ATTN:  MCIAXS 


<3  V 


:OVAS  F.  DOYLE,  JR. 
Captain,  DSAF 

Acting  DISTRICT  COMMANDER 


ld~M4A8-l  H.  I.  •OVMNIIINT  FUmTIHG  O'f  ICC 


I# 


c 


5D  2U-21R 
PROJECT  "CaiUDCS:” 

DETAILS: 


UNCLASSIFIED 


1.  Investigation  was  requested  by  Lt.  Colonel  A.  J.  HEVSTREET,  JR., 
Acting  Chief,  Analysis  Division,  Intelligence  Department,  V/ri^t-Patterson 
Air  Force  Base,  Dayton,  Ohio* 


2*  An  item  in  the  Roanoke  World«»Hews,  Rqa^ke,  Virginia  on  Friday  after- 
noon, 13  liay  1949?  transmitted  by  Mr. 

Roanoke,  Virginia,  described  the  cigar-shaped  object  reportedly  seen  over 
Roanoke  and  other  parts  of  West  Virginia  and  Eastern  Tennessee*  An  extract 
copy  of  subject  newspaper  item  is  attaclied  as  an  indosure  to  this  report* 


INCLOSURES 

% 

FOR  HEADQUARTERS  OSI 

1#  Extract  copy  of  Roanoke  World-News  clipping,  (in  dup) 

FOR  DISTRICT  OFFICE  HQ.  21,  lANOLEY  AFB 

1*  Extract  copy  of  Roanoke  World-News  Clipping*  (in  dup) 
2*  Guide  to  liivestigation  (in  dup) 


PENDING 


unclassified 


5D  2kr-21R 
PROJECT  '»GRUDGE» 


UNCLASSIFIED 


U^TDSTOCg>ED  IJIADS 

DISTRICT  OFFICE  NO,  gl>  LAN'GJ.EY  AIR  FORCE  BASE,  VIRGD^IA 
AT  ROAI^CSCE,  VIRGD’IA 

1*  T/ili  interviev;  the  following  persons  concerning  cigai>shaped  object 
in  report,  using  information  contair.ed  in  Guide  to  Investigation: 

S*\V. , Roanoke,  Virginia 
_ Roanoke,  Virginia 

2.  Will  submit  results  of  investigation  to  this  office  on  AFHQ  Form 
0-20S  (Form.  ii). 

AT  CHRISTmSBURG,  VIRGI?;IA 

1*  Will  interview  the  follov.lng  persons  concerning  cigar-shaped  object 
mentioned  in  report,  using  information  contained  in  Guide  to  Investigation: 

l^istiansburg,  Virginia 

Road,  Christiansburg,  Virginia 


2*  Will  submit  results  of  investigation  to  this 
0-20S  (Form  U)* 


on  AFIIQ  Form 


UNCLASSIF'^'^ 


527 


« 

1. 

2. 

3. 

h. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

g. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13- 

Ih. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 
25. 
2U. 


INCIDENT  NO. 

Date  of  Observation  12  t.Iay  19U9 Date  of  Interview 

Exact  Time  (local)  2000 

Place  of  Observation  Roanoke.  Virginia 

position  of  observer  Ground 

Vn^at  attracted  attention  to  object  Light 

Number  of  objects  1 

Apparent  size 

Color  of  object  Amber 

Shape 

Altitude  hOOO  ft. 


Direction  from  observer  East 


Distance  from  observer 


ion  of  flight  of  object(s) 


Time  in  sight 
Speed 

Sound  and  odor 


Slowly 

Like  drone  of  B-29  motore 


Trail 


Luminosity 
Project  ions 


Maneuvers 


Manner  of  disappearance 


Effect  on  Clouds 


Additional  information  concoming  object 


Weather  Conditions 


C ^ 


(over) 


1 


9 


Pago  2 


Incident  32? 


llano  and  address  of  obsorvorj 


loarolco,  Va, 


Occupation  and  hobbies j 


Comments  of  Interrogator  relative  to  intolligenco  and  character  of  observor(s)i 


1JARRATIV2  SU?,nvIARYj 

In  complying  with  your  request  for  reports  on  the  mysterious  object  observed 
in  the  skios  ov-vr  Roanoke » V^«  and  other  sections  of  this  State.,  about  eight  o'clock 
P.M.  on  VAy  12th  iyii9. 

I was  sittin.^  on  the  porch  at  my  home  and  saw  the  lir;ht  of  this  object  appoar 
from  the  east  at  about  I^OOO  ft  high,  1 first  thuu'^ht  it  a star  but  looked  too  large 
for  that  for  a while  it  seemed  to  be  standing  still..  In  t^vo  or  three  mir.utos  I 
oould  tell  it  was  slowly  moving.,  I watched  it  closely  and  the  nearer  it  oume  to 
me  it  appeared  and  looked  liko  un  air  plane  with  tho  landing  lights  on  a rathor 
amber  color.,  and  about  time  it  was  well  entering  the  Roanoke  City  limits  the 
lights  wore  out  off  and  I did  not  see  at^  other  lights  about  it. 

After  the  llrrhto  were  out  off  It  oamo  nearer  and  I oould  tell  the  motor  or 
motors  whloh  sounded  very  much  like  tho  drone  of  the  B 29  motors  when  just  cruiseing 
along  with  the  motors  out  way  back  and  I could  hoar  plain  enou:*h  that  one  motor  was 
not  runnln*;  proper  it  sounded  like  it  was  about  half  way  missing,  and  us  far  as 
being  able  to  see  the  objeot  it  was  too  dark..  There  are  reports  from  other  saotions 
that  it  was  seen  after  passing  over  Roanoke.,  l.ly  idea  about  this  objeot  is  it  must 
have  been  a air  Ship  of  some  sise  having  some  motor  trouble  and  the  sparks  that 
were  seen  trailing  it  were  coming  from  the  exhaust  port. 

In  order  to  Identify  ny  self  I am  a Postal  Bmployeo  at  the  Roanoke,  Va., 

Post  Office  and  have  been  employed  there  for  nearly  Twenty  Kight  Years. 


4 


ifcXAXB 


MClAXS/GffT/amo 


Bo&nok0^  7a • 


a> 

a~> 


Dear  Mr 

Reoaipt  of  your  lettor^  dated  May  19U9#  whloh  hai  been 
forwarded  to  this  Beadc^uartere  Is  respeotfully  aoknowledged* 

Tour  rijported  sightlxic  has  been  nade  a matter  of  record  and 
is  being  inoorporated  into  our  present  study  of  unidentified 
aerial  phenomena* 

Tour  aotion  in  writing  this  Bsadquarters  regarding  this 


tter  Is  appreoiated* 


Sincerely  yours^ 


A*  J.  ECUSTREET^  JR* 

Lt  Colonel.  DSAF 

Acting  Chief.  Analysis  Division 

Intelligence  Department 


.^r5r* 


, \ 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 
Directorate  of  public  relations 

WASHINGTON 


1.1  A 


SUBJECT:  Flying  Discs 


RO: 


Commanding  General 
Air  Materiel  Command 
Wright-Patterson  Air  Force 
Dayton^  Ohio 


Base 


1.  Attached  letter  is  forwarded  for  appropriate  action. 

2.  No  acknowledgment  has  been  made  by  this  headquarters. 


BY  COUMWJD  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  STAFF: 


> Incl 

. ■ Ltr  dtd  11a  May  19h9 

i', 
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.:;v  .. 

Pi  It  ' 
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Department  of  Commerce 

CIVIL  AERONAUTICS  ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON  25 


May  20,  1949 


Roanoko,  Virginia 


Dear  ltr« 


Tour  letter  of  I'ay  H addressed  to  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Adminis- 
tration, Atlanta,  Georgia,  has  been  referred  to  this  office  for 

repiy* 


Inasmuch  as  the  information  contained  In  your  letter  was  not 
requested  by  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Administration,  we  are  fonrard- 
inc  your  letter  to  the  Department  of  the  Air  Force,  Aas^iington  25, 


D,  C. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Ben  Stern,  Director 
Office  of  Aviation  Information 


BK 

CCi  A-240 

A.192 


GIVI  1. 
ADhiHlSTRAnOt 
ATLANTA.  GA. 


%IB  iisiriiN^ 


1 


Roanokft,  Va 
May  14,  19 


Civil  Aeronautics  Administration,* 

Atlanta,  Ga* 


Gentlemen; 

In  complying  v/lth  your  request  for 
mysterious  object  observed  in  the  skies  over 
other  sections  of  this  State.,  about  Sight  C 
May  12th  1949. 


reports  on  the 
Roanoke,  Va  and 
Clock  P.  M.  on 


I was  sitting  on  the  poarch  at  my  home  and  saw  the 
light  of  this  object  appear  from  the  east  at  about  4000  ft 
high';  I first  thought  it  a star  but  looked  too  large  for  that 
for  a while  it  eeemed  to  be  standing  still.,  In  two  or  three 
minutes  I could  tell  it  was  slowly  moving.,  I watched  it 
closely  and  the  nearer  it  came  to  me  it  appeared  and  looked 
like  an  air  plane  witk  the  landing  lights  on  a rather  amber 
color.,  and  about  time  It  was  well  entering  the  Roanoke  City 
limits  the  lights  were  cut  off  and  I did  not  see  any  other 
lights  about  It* 

After  the  lights  were  cut  off  it  came  Anarer  and  I 
could*^ the  motor  or  motors  v/hich  sounded  very  much  like  the 
drone ^of  the  B 29  Motors  when  just  cruiseing  along  with  the 
motorsVway  back  and  I cohld  hear  plain  enough  that  bho  motor 
was  not  running  proper  it  sounded  like  it  was  about  half  way 
missing,  and  as  fur  as  bein^  able  to  see  the  object  it  was 
too  dark.,  There  are  i^eWrt s'^sactions  that  it  was  seen  after 
passing  over  Roanoke.,  My  idea  about  this  object  is  it  must 
have  Ship  of  some  size  having  seme  motor  trouble 

and  the^WSt  were  senn  trailing  it  were  commlng  from  the 
exhaust  port. 

In  order  to  identify  my  self  I am  a Postal  Kmployee 
at  the  Roanoke  Va.,  Post  Office  and  have  been  employed  there 
for  nearly  Twenty  Klght  Years* 

Resyactfully  yours. 

' Roanoke,  Va. 


IN  HCFLY  HCFEU  TOt 


WF-O-S  OCT  «•  ISM 


DEPARTMEN^J(^(fl5lE:'  AlR  FORCE^  ^ 


HEADQUARTERS  UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 

WASH  I NGTON  1/ Ci''C/b].k 

THE  INEFCCTOn  GENCFAL.  USAF 
STH  PitTItIcr  OfFiCC  or  SFCCIAL  INVCSTIOATIONS 
WPMOHT-FATTCRSON  AlH  fOftCC  BASE.  DAYTON.  OHIO 


A 


5D  2l|-21R  22  September  I9h9 

SUBJECT : PROJECT  "GRUDfE" 

Incident,  Roanoke,  Virginia 

13  I9k9 

SPECIAL  BICUIRY 


TO  I Commanding  General 

Air  Juateriel  Command 
Yvrig^it-Patterson  Air  Force  Base 
Dayton,  Ohio 
ATTN:  KCIAXS 


!•  Reference  is  made  to  Reoort  of  Investigrtion  by  Soecial 
Agent  CHARLES  F.  CRUTCHFUiD,  dated  7 June  19U9,  SUBJECT  as*  above. 

2.  Fonvarded  herev.dth  are  tvio  (2)  couies  of  final  reoort 
of  Special  Agent  lECN  C.  LIBa'ICH,  District  Office  No.  21,  dated 
23  August  19il9. 


3.  Your  attention  is  invited  to  Paragraph  11,  AF  Regulation 
205-6,  dated  IS  f.'ay  I9ii9j  which  proliibits  the  disclosure  of  the 
nature,  sources  or  existence  of  investigative  infomation  to  un- 
authorized persons. 

i;.  IWith  the  submission  of  this  report,  all  logical  investi- 
gative leads  have  been  developed  and  reported. 


1 Incl  (in  dup) 

R/I,  DO  #21,  dtd  23  Aug  14.9 


Copy  to: 
Hqs.  OSI 


,S  F.  X.  C'CCr.'Iv-EIL 
t Colonel,  US/J*  ^ 
District  ConEnand'e^^ 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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TITtE 


CHARACTER 


REFERENCE 


SYNOPSIS 


I 


* UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 

I THE  INSPECTOR  GENERAL 

OFFICE  OF  SPECIAL  INVESTIGATIONS 

' REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION 


Cl 


it  t 


FILE  NO. 


DATE 

14 

23 'Aw;ur,t  1.'49 

REPORT  MADE  BY 


Project 

“ncident,  "lonno!:e,  Virginia 
13  ::ay  1949 


REPORr  MADE  AT 

IaT  21s  Langley  AF3 


PERIOD 

10-lP 

OFFICE  OF  ORIGIN 

5s  /fri  rs:;!! 


• ^ V . 


STATUS 


IPDCI/iL  II T ;UIRY 


Rpt  of  Inv.  s/a  V-  r.L:S  ^ ’[•  :Lij.  file  24»21R.  5.  7 Ja-.  49 


Investif ation  revealed  an  unk^.c^m  OiOi-T  was  si-^.-itod  by  na':.erous  indi- 
viduals-during  period  1920  hours  to  1930  hours,  12  hay  1949,  in  vicinity 
of  Christiansbur^  and  hoanohe,  Vircinie.  0-  J.  'JT  vras  seen  at  sunset  in 
form  of  a rea-yellow  'low  in  shape  of  a Ion-;,  narrov;,  oblons’  streak 
moving  up;vard  from  a position  40  to  50  de,;::rees  above  a horizontal  line 
in  the  vj-est  to  overhead,  Jisappearin;;  in  the  east.  ..t  first  sijhtin;*, 
observers  stated  that  O'-^J-jCT  could  have  been  covered  from  sight  with  the 
thumb  at  arms  len;.th  but  the  speed  and  height  could  not  be  accurately 
determined.  Official  we..t.ier  stations  reported  no  unusual  data,  vfith 
winds  aloft  light  and  variable,  ceiling  scattered  and  visibility  twoiity- 
five  (25)  miles.  Air  activity  at  time  of  sirhtin  • recuestod  from  offi- 
cial sources  re 'orted  two  (2)  aircraft  flying  in  area,  a weather  balloon 
released  for  winds  aloft  reports  ano  scheduled  Airline  fli .hts  at  ..ood- 
riira  r’ield,  Roanoke,  Virginia.  G 'JbCT  vras  not  knovm  to  have  had  contact 

with  the  earth  anrno  knov.Ti  uhoto  raohs  are  in  existence.  Interviews 

• * 

conducted  and  official  reports  noted. 


OISTRIBimON 

i:q  CSI 
File 


ORM 

.M  49 


4 

2 

2 


ACTION  COPY  FORWARDED  TO 


C0MMA?^0!NG  GINEPAL 
AIR  WMtRitl  COMMAND 
WRiGiif-PATlERSON  AFS 
DAVrOiN,  OHIO 

AIIN:  AiCX^tS 


RoplAcct  AFC81  Form  4,  23 


Fill  STAMP 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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IS — S774«>1  B.  Mrc.NHtaT  mimtim.  offici 


1 

N 
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ProJ«ot  "orudc»*  32? 

5D  OSl 

ATTNt  Ur.  J.  £•  Itorrill 


UCIAXS 


25  Uay  Jj9 


!•  It  is  rsquostad  that  your  offioo  initiate  an  Investigation  of  the  sighting  of  a 
B^sterious  oigar«shapod  object  as  reportod  by  inclosed  copy  of  newspaper  clipping  farom 
the  Roanoke  norld-Kews,  Hoanoka^  Va« 


2.  As  an  aid  to  the  Iziveotigating  officer  in  recording  desired  data,  two  copies  of 
our  Guide  to  Investigation  are  also  inclosed* 


2 Inolst 

1.  Cy  Kews  Clipping,  3/l^/i^ 
2m  Guide  to  Ibves*  (2  Cys) 


♦ 


A.  J.  HEttSTRtiBT,  JR. 

Lt  Colonel,  USA? 

Acting  Chief,  Analysis  Division 
Intelligence  Department 


(i^/T/aoo 

6-639S 

Uldg  2^ 
Post  21b*B 


S4 


# e« 


UNCLASSIFIED 


VILLAGE  OF  Llanfairpwligwyngyllgogv.ychv.jndrobwilllantysiliogogogoch 


FARAWAY  PLACES  WITH  3||-ai,ge  Soutiiling  Names 


The  lyricist  in  i current  flit  Parade  favorile 
confesses  there  are  certain  faraway  |daci*s  with 
strange  soundin'  namc^  that  he  simply  is  hiirniir 
to  tee.  He  goc*s  on  to  mention  such  fumiliar  dissyl* 
lalJcs  as  Siam  and  China.  But  the  strangest  sound* 
ing  names  of  all  he  completely  igtiores  and  with 
good  reason:  they  arc  the  U»n;;cst  (o/«er)  and  sec* 
ond  longest  (6:*/on)  names  of  localities  in  the  world 
and  (next  page)  the  longest  reported  in  tlie  II .S. 


Tlie  pretty,  gently  curvetl  hill  (top  center  in  the 
picture  below)  of  Taumatawlialcatangihan^ak<»au* 
auutamalcapokaiwhenuakitana«ahu,  which  con* 
tains  67  letters,  is  * he  heart  of  ^ Zealand's 
sherp*raising  count. ^ an  arej  whn  man  has  to 
get  his  day's  work  tiow\  so  it  it  simply  rcferml  to 
at  "thst  hill.*'  In  the  original  Maori  it  means,  *'*rhe 
place  where  Tamatca  known  as  Land  iutrr  playoJ 
on  hit  (lute  to  his  loved  one/'  Tho little  village  of 


Llafirairpw'itgw'yngyllgngrryrhwyrndrnljwIMIan* 
lysiliogogogoch  is  on  the  islaml  of  Angh'^ey,  N«»rth 
Wales.  In  a splendid  demunstratiori  of  dernrM  raev 
in  action  no  one  of  its  syllabirs  is  arreiitc<l  over 
the  other.  The  natives  usually  shurten  it  to  only  10 
letters— Uanfair  P.C.  For  tliosc  to  whom  [ilowing 
through  tuch  names  even  once  proves  tirmg.  there 
are  wonderfully  relaxing  (daces  like  the  vjl!.ig«*  of  A 
in  Sweden  tnJ  Holland's  admirably  simple  river  Y. 

V 


Taumatawhakatangihangakc.iiauL  iamateapokaiwhenuakitanatahu 


conrtMoCD  ON  nsxt  aact  1 67 
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t. 


i 


i 


! 


I 


IPClAXS/GWT/arao 


VCIAXS 


cn 


3: 


Roanoke^  Va* 


Dear  U 


Poaealpt  of  your  ooomucloation,  postaarkod  1949f  !■ 


aoknoKltOdged  by  this  ^uCiUartors 


Your  oontribution  has  b^es  made  a natter  of  record  and  will 


be  incorporated  into  our  present  study  of  unidentified  aerial 


phenosena 


Your  action  in  reporting  this  natter  to  tho  proper  authorities 


le  appreciated* 


Sincerely  yours^ 


A.  J*  HKUSTKKET^  JH. 

Lt  Colonel, 

Acting  Chief,  Analysis  Dieision 
Intelligence  Department 
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Mysterious  Cigar-Shaped  2 1 g 
Object  Observed  in  Skies  “ | s 

A cigar-shaped  object  with  a glowing  red  tip  In  front  andj^ 
trail  of  lire  or  sparks  from  the  rear  was  reported  over  Roanoke  and 
other  parts  of  We.stern  Virginia  and  Eastern  Tennessee  last  night. 

No  official  source  would  venture  a comment  on  the  object  except 
that  police  in  Kingsport.  Tcnn..  were  reported  to  have  said  the 
"phenomenon”  was  a group  of  jet  fighters  at  35,000  feet. 

The  first  Roanoke  report  came  from  J.  S.  Mays.  1504  Chap- 
man Ave.,  S.  W.,  who  said  he  saw  the  object  about  8 last  night 
while  he  was  driving  a few  miles  north  of  Boones  Mill.  He  and 
a companion.  W.  F.  Mullins.  1101  Williamson  Rd..  saw  the  object 
pop  over  the  horizon. 

*Tt  was  going  straight  up  when  we  saw  It."  Mays  said,  and  was 
stepping  on  It.”  He  said  the  glow  in  Uic  nose  of  the  object  was 
"redder  than  an  ordinary  light  bulb”  and  it  was  trailing  a streak 
of  sparks.  “We  could  see  nothing  of  the  body,"  he  added. 

Mays  said  he  and  his  companion  watched  the  object  for  about 
ten  minutes  as  It  appeared  over  the  west  horizon,  traveled  upward 
and  then  headed  east.  They  heard  no  sound. 

Other  similar  reports  came  In  from  Kingsport,  Bristol.  Pulaski, 
Christiansburg  and  points  east  of  Roanoke. 

L.  B.  Qraybeal  of  Christianfiburg,  a former  Air  Force  pilot, 
reported  the  object  came  In  at  about  6.000  feet  and  that  lie 
heard  a "roaring  sound."  There  was  & light  In  the  object  and  a 
streak  of  sparks,  he  said. 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Phillips  who  lives  on  the  Radford  road  about  a 
mile  west  of  Christiansburg.  said  she  was  standing  in  her  yard 
with  some  friends  when  "the  thing  sprung  up  over  the  horizon." 

"It  was  neither  lightning,  meteor  or  airplane."  she  wa.s  quoted 
as  saying,  but  was  "straight  along  the  sides,  big  at  the  head  and 
I narrowed  down."  There  W'as  a shower  of  sparks  from  the  front 
end.  she  added.  ^ 

• The  Civil  Aeronautics  Administration  communication  centpr  - 
at  Woodrum  Field  reported  "a  couple  of  call-'i”  about  the  object  last  ^ 
night  but  said  nothing  regarding  it  had  been  entered  on  the  of* 
flcial  log. 

• In  Atlanta,  the  CAA  was  asking  for  reports  on  the  object  .but 
said  it  was  "just  routine.”  "Wherever  we  hear  of  anything  likey' 
that."  a spoke.sman  explained,  "we  ask  for  reports,  no  matter  ho»ii^''s 
strange  or  queer  It  may  seem."  ^ 
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!•  Clerk;  Assistant 

Postmaster;  and  Mr^riflHBMBipMssistant  Casnier^l^ofOsceolaf  Iowa, 
were  interviewed  on  22  June  1949^|garding  Vr. Informants 
stated  that  they  have  knovn^lHE^om  ten  to  twenty  years  as  a member 
of  tha.  community  and  that  he  has  never  been  involTssd  in  any  serious  trouble. 

8 not  known  to  drink  to  excess.  Informants  stated,  however, that 
a ’’peculiar*'  fellow  and  odd  in  many  of  his  ways.  Informants  do 
not  believe  tha^||||P^Msuld  intentionally  tell  a falsehood,  but  because 
of  l|is  age  and  eyesight,  he  might  see  things  that  do  not  exist,  or  his 
Judgment  of  things  he  does  see  may^be  faulty ^M|m||g|^ord^ed  by  a 
Water  Committee  to  have  a leak  in  his  plumbin^fCced7^5|KB^anted  and 
raved  and  threatened  to  sue  as  he  said  he  could  not  get  a plumber  to  fix 
the  leak,  and  finally  had  the  water  at  his  place  shut  off.  This  matter 
was  checked  into,  informants  stated,  and  it  was  found  t)^||^H|||phad  not 
contacted  a plumber  to  do  the  work  for  him.  ecceffiric  and  be- 

cause he  has  a lawyer’s  certificate  is  of  the  opinion  that  his  opinions 
are  correct  and  are  not  to  b^^^^ioned.^HH||Bbs  never  practiced  law 
to  informants*  knowledge.  ^jB^Beyesigh^^^T^and  it  is  difficult 
for  him  to  read.  Informant^stated  tha^|[|||pHVhd  told  aVwy^"  story 
about  flying  discs  and  claimed  he  knew  what  they  were.^fl||^^|^peared 
to  be  sincere  in  his  statements  about  the  discs,  Infomantsstated  that 
BURNS  possesses  fine  character,  is  a respected  citizen  of  the  community, 
and  they  know  nothing  derogatory  concerning  him. 


2. 


retired  lawyer,  Osceola,  Iowa,  was  interviewed 

on  22  June  1949*  Mr^B^Hfctated  that  he  saw  the  objects  on  12-15  May 
1949  at  2:00  P.M.  Central  Standard  Time.  ^iBBP^tated  that  he  was  in  a 
car  about  one  mile  east  of  Osceola,  Iowa,  an^jasapproaching  HigJrway  //34, 
which  runs  east  and  west,  from  the  north.  about  forty  yards 

north  of  Highway  #34,  facing  south,  was  looking  up  at  the  sky,  and  saw 
six  to  ten  objects.  These  objects  were  the  size  of  an  automobile  head- 
lamp, and  BURNS  stated  that  h^jecognized  the  creases  and  metal  bands 
encircling  the  headlamps.  4flBBl^topped  his  car  a short  distance  from 
the  highway  and  watched  the  objects,  trying  to  determine  what  they  were. 

The  objects  looked  likeg^^s^,  had  a metal  color  to  them,  were  round  and 
were  not  lighted*  Hr.B^^Pkras  facing  south  and  the  objects'  came  from 
his  left  and  sailed  ir^^The  clouds  in  the  east  or  left.  The  first  ob- 
ject was  going  due  east  and  was  high  in  the  air;  the  others  skimmed  along 
the  groiuid  and  rose  into  the  sky.  The  first  one  was  in  sight  for  fifteen 
seconds  and  the  others  were  in  sight  up  to  thirty  seconds,  estimated 

their  speed  at  15  seconds,  60  degrees.  They  had  no  sound  or  odor,  there 
were  no  projections,  end  they  climbed  upward  and  disappeared  into  clouds, 
upon  which  they  had  no  effect.  The  first  object  was  about  four  hundred 
yards  fronJ^BlBfcnd  the  others  were  about  forty  yards*  At  the  tijne  Kr. 

ghted  the  objects,  there  was  a cloud  bank  in  the  east,  altitude 
eterminable,  and  the  sun  was  bright  in  the  west  with  a few  scattered 
clouds  very  high*  I.lr||BH|^^tated  that  after  watching  the  objects  for 
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about  one  hour,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were  nothing  more 
than  reflections  of  the  headlamps  of  automobiles  coming  from  the  east 
and  going  into  the  sun  in  the  west.  Mr.^mKriielieves  that  the  sun 
in  the  west  was  sending  these,  .reflections  from  automobile  headlamps 
into  the  atmosphere .^^j|j(®^ated  that  as  the  sun  moved  further  into 
the  west 4 the  reflections  decreased  in  the  angle  of  their  rise  and  at 
times  were  barely  above  the  ground.  Mr.^l^PRlCated  that  he  is  a 
loyal  American  who  wants  to  help  the  Government  clear  up  the  mystery 
of  these  flying  discs^  and  believes  that  the  objects  are 

reporting  seeing  are  nothing  more  than  reflections.  MrtfB^ stated 
that  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  one  should  investigate  tnings  of  which 
one  is  not  sure.  To  illustrate  his  point,  he  told ^^^pry  of  an  in- 
cident which  occurred  when  he  was  a young  boy.  f|^0Eiated  that 
he  was  coming  home  one  misty  night  and  in  passing  the  cemetery  thought 
he  saw  a ghost.  Had  he  gone  on  hirae  without  ^vestigating.  he  stated, 
he  would  have  been  sure  he  saw  a ghost.  ^j^^Pilnvestigated,  however, 
and  fo\ind  that  what  he  thought  was  a gho^^as  nothing  more  than  a cow 
with  a large  white  spot  on  her  back. 


3.  There  are  no  radar  sightings  in  the  vicinity  of  Osceola,  Iowa, 

The  teletype  sequences  of  local  weather  conditions  were  as  follows; 

12  Vay  1949,  at  1400  hours,  5000  feet;  scattered  broken  clouds;  visibility, 
12  miles;  pressure,  186;  temperature,  78  degrees;  dew  point,  56;  winds, 
sw  04  knots;  altimeter,  008.  The  winds  aloft  report  was  as  follows; 


2.000  300*  at  05  knots 

3.000  296  at  06 

4^000  280  at  06 


5,000 

6,000 

7,000 


270 » at  06 
260  at  05 
250  at  06 


8,000 

9,000 

10,000 


250*  at  05 
310  at  03 
340  at  07 


Local  flight  schedules  of  commercial  aircraft  flying  in  the  vicinity  were 
as  follows;  United  Air  Lines:  ‘Vestbound,  1435  hours;  Eastbound,  1505  and 
1320  hours,  Mid-Continent  Air  Lines:  Northbound,  1511  and  1533  hours; 
Southbound,  1554  and  1610  hours. 


4«  The  name  files  of  the  Police  Department,  Osceola,  Iowa, 
the  Sheriff's  Office,  Clarke  County,  Osceola,  Iowa,  were  examined 
no  record  of  subject  was  revealed. 


and 

and 


AGENT'S  NOTE:  Mrli^HPPi^^*brs  to  be  a fairly  Intelligent  man.  He  is 

inquisitive  about  tnings  and  is  sincere  in  his  desire  to  clear  up  the 
matter  of  "these  discs"  for  theAi^^cce|MSI^p|||is  approximately  seventy 

r,  age  and  is  well  kept .*H||BMfns  his  home  and  property  elsewhere, 
ars  excentionally  thick  glSsses.  His  hobbies  are  hunting  and 
ahing.  This  does  not  appear  to  be  a publicity  stunt. 


Inclosures: 


1 

2 


Sketch  made  by  Mr 
Sketch  made  by  Mr 


howing  details  of  discs', 
howing  point  of  observation 
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Sun  shining 


Park  Dam 


Incl  2 


\ •. 


1 


Time  2 o'clock 


Fed*  Highway  £34 


Observer 


- 1st 


Ob 


V.  ^ * 

Later  observation 


Cars  going  west 


- Sketch  made  by  Mr 


showing  point 


of  observation* 
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DEl’AILS: 


UNCLAGSlFlirr' 


1*  Invosti  ation  revealed  an  unknown  OJJECT  was  si~  ited  at  s-  r.sot,  l<i  :.ay 
l-''49,  in  vicinity  of  Christiansburc  ann  ’Roanoke,  Va.  C)''J..(:T  ao'earec  as  a 
narrow,  oblcn'  streak  moving,  upvar.*  from  a ijoint  on  t o liorizon  in  t..'  west  to 
overhead  nnu  disappeared  in  the  east.  0.'J„CT*s  size*  -cif'ht  and  sp  -vd  C'niid  not 
be  accurately  determined  and  n-  unus  al  v;eatiier  or  I'li  -ht  con^iit'ons  cxis-f’.ed. 

Air  traffic  reported  as  two  (2)  i.'aval  .Lircraft  ami  sciioaulc  i Airlines  fli  Ms 
over  the  area,  dnly  other  knovni  object  rolensed  over  area  ‘wa*!  a weather  bal- 
loon used  for  wi  lds  aloft  readln  s. 

AT  Cdii^STXA.S  in.:c-,  mOlhlA 


2*  On  2 August  1049,  hr. 
substance  j That  at  ap  ^roximately  1.930 
in  the  front  yard  of  his  home  vdien  his 
OBJl'.CT  in  the  sky.  At  first  si  -’tinsr, 
ly  250  degrees  from  North  and  traveled 


iwas  intervievfed  and  stated  in 
hours  on  12  Jiay  1949,  he  vms  standing 
small  daurhter  called  attention  to  an 
a sin^rle  OBJdCT  aoioared  at  aor.roximaT^e- 
in  straicht  fli:-  .t  in  t e direction  of 

I * 

South-..'est  to  North-  ;ast  on  air-ways  from  Tri-City  Airoort  to  ..'ashin 'ton,  0.  C., 
disappearin  over'ead  due  to  height  in  a direction  ao  roximately  45  degrees  from 
North.  The  03J:i.CT  rms  described  as  ” . onp  streak  of  ; lowin  : li-'ht"  leaving  a 
short,  reddish-yellow  dull  glowing  trail  at  first  vthich  grev/  Ion  <tr  as  it  moved 
to  the  overhead  position.  stated  tnat  he  wo  Id  ;stimate  t.io  ObJ;XT  ’./as 

in  view  for  ten  minutes  and  tne  speed  was  over  400  miles  per  hour,  he  co’ld  not 
esti.Tiate  the  size  for  the  li  'ht  v;o.s  not  bri.-ht  and  the  '.eight  v/as  unlm:;v/n.  ..hen 
the  OBJi-iCT  was  over  lead  jrf((||^^5tated  a deep  far  a vay  roar  was  heard  but  iio 
could  not  say  v/nethor  or  not  tr.o  sound  cme  from  or  had  any  comoction  to  thu 
OBJj;uT^(d|(j(^^furnl3;.0cl  opinions  to  tco  effect  that  UdJbcT  is  .. olieved  to 
have  had  some  connection  v/ith  the  sun- sunlight- and  f.ja  atmosphore.  do  smoke  or 
vapor  trail  was  seen  and  it  is  believed  'BJbCT  was  so  high  that  no  vapor  trail 
was  left  or  could  bo  seen.  A powerful  set  of  field  glasses  were  used  in  un 
effort  to  bring  the  OBJbCT  int.*'  view  b*at  no  results  v/ere  obtained. 


occupation  is  manager  of  a l-'’urniture  factory  and  is  hobbies 
are  Golf  and  daseuall.  Hel  nuorhood  and  holice  choc.es  revcaiivmM^lpias  no 
record  of  drinlcing  or  of  a criminal  nature,  iie  is  n man  of  far^??^oav.ra  o 
intelligence  and  has  had  a very  good  education.  He  and  his  fo^nil'/  are  n‘,  hly 
thought  of  in  tne  co.M.ninity  for  honesty  ana  truthf  illness. ^[d|[(^^P^'^uears 
to  be  in  excellent  physical  condition,  ‘co  .s  not  v/ear  eye-  lasses,  is  32  years 
of  age,  and  is  of  avorape  hoigjit  and  husky  build.  He  v/as  an  Air  force  pilot 
;vith  t]ie  Ferry  Command  and  ATC  during  the  v/ar  and  has  flowi  over  the  area  in 
vicinity  of  Christiansburg  am-  oanolce,  Virprinia. 

3.  ()n  2 

terviev/ed  and 
apnroximately 
front  yard  of 


August  1949,  Hr.  and  Hrs 
stated  substantially  the  .same  in  supctancc: 


v/cre  in- 
On  12  ..lay  1949,  at 


\ r 


fifteen  (IC)  -co  t’wenty  (20)  min  ites 
their  home  located  one  mile. west  of  Christiansburg, 

Uiv/ay  11)  v/hen  'rs^pril|^||[|^H^  attention  to  an 

sky.  At  first  s'  ting,  a single  (>:-J  CT  appeared 
from  north  on;)  traveled  in  strai  ht  I’li.^ht  fro.u  v/est  to  east,  fadin’  fro.i  sight 
due  to  height  or  behind  a lill  in  t-ie  outj  east  approximately  120  do  rees  fro/.i 
North.  The  'HJ  CT  *.vas  doscriood  as  resc-mblin  • a i'lourcscv/nt  li  ht  the  color  of 


after  sunset,  they  v/ero  in  the 

irginia,  on 
BJ  '.CT  in  tho 
at  Q’)nroximately  2C0  degrees 
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Inclosed  for  your  information  i 
■ ymiK  A.  GALLAGHER,  DO  #13 
Osceola,  lor/a*” 


report  of  investigation  by 
dated  12  July  1949,  subjects 


2#  Subject  investigation  was  not  requested  by  or  through  this 
District  Office, 


1 Inol 

b/i  dtd  12  Jul  k9 
(in  dup) 


jLOOJ  Gy  U 

JERDIE  M.  BI&JK 
Acting  District  Commander 


At  9 

im  WaSlio 


•••  A«la 


w^o*s  ocf  u '\$m 
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TEl^A'ilVE 

OBSERVEilS  DATA  SfniET 


Wliere  Clioice  is  Giverij  Cii^cle  Proper 
Ansv.’ers,  or  Insert  Answer 


!•  Date  of  your 


Day 


Mon^ 


2*  Date  you  reported  the  observation: 


Day 


3.  V/hat  tine  was  it  when  you  sighted  the  object: 


A.M.  ■ P.M,  ^ Daylight  Standard) 

Zone:  Eastern,  ;^entral7’  Mo^^tain,  Pacific, 


t ' 


Month 


Hoturs 


Year 


Year 


Minutes 


Other 


U*  Length  of  tine  object  was  observed.  Estiinate: 


Hours 


lUnutes  Seconds 


5«  t-Jhere  observed: 

'ostai  Tddress^ 


/J<  ^ 


K' 


ity  or  Town 


6*  Where  were  you  at  tine  of  observation: 

Inside  building,  Car^)  Outdoors, 


State 


Country 


Other 


7«  Wore  you  moving  at  any  tine  during  this  sighting: 


6*  Did  you  stop  at  any  tine  during  this  sighting: 


9»  If  you  were  moving  - give 


and 


Direction 


Yes  or  No 


Yes  or  No 

miles  per  hour 


10.  How  was  object  observed:  Naked  eye_ 

(^Q  glasses'^  „ 

Other  glass  (Window  orc^^indshield) 
Binoculars,  Telescope,  Theodolite 
Other 


U.  How  did  you  happen  to  notice  the  object; 


>/’ 


7/ 


r,-'  /. 

~T 


Describe  what  you  saw  as  briefly  as  possible  in  the  following  spaces: 


a.  Sound  j\  »y,  . 

c.  Color  A’.  ’ 

e • Number  ' ; ^V/, 

9 

g.  Light  color  > 

;; 

i . Speed  /jT 

How  did  object  disappear  from  viovr: 


b • Shape  / ^ ' 

d«  Size  'V  ‘ - 

ft  Light  brightness  ‘ 
ht  Motion  , . , 
j • Other  / ' 

Suddenly  or  Gradually 
Circle  One 


At  any  time  did  the  object? 


a*  Change  direction#  b«  Change  speed*  ^c.  Move  behind  something^  Cloudy 


House,  Tree, 


d*  Blond  with  background*  e.  Decrease 


Other 


in  size*  f.  Decrease  in  brightness#  g*  Move  in  front  of  something 


h* 


Other 


When  you 


st  looked  at  the  object,  what  direction  were  you  facing? 


1,/hen  you  last  saw  the  object,  vjhat  direction  were  you  facing? 
In  the  following  Sketch  A,  dravf  lines 


from  the  observer *s  eye  to  the  circular 
arc  to  show  the  apparent  elevation  of  the 
object  in  the  sky. 

A*  When  first  seen,  label  a. 

B*  When  last  seen,  label  b* 


Directly 

Overhead 


SKETCH  A 


18«  On  the  following  Sketch  B|  label  a at 
the  apparent  position  of  the  object 
when  first  seen  and  b at  point  last 

Overhead 

seen#  Trace  the  apparent  path  of 
the  object  between  points  a and  b. 


If  possible  label  1,  2,  3>  etc., 
along  the  traced  path  to  show  the 
successive  positions  of  the  object 
after  equal  intervals  of  time  (tar- 
ing the  sighting. 

In  Sketch  C please  show  the 
observed  features  of  the  object 
such  asj 

A.  Apparent  shape,  (were  edges 
pointed  or  rounded), 

D.  i^parent  direction  of  notion 


(show  by  arrow),  and 


rj 


4 

* 


C.  other  details,  exhaust,  trails, 


tails,  s 


, etc. 


SKETCH  C 


The  sun  and  t)ie  noon  are  siiown  below  as  they  appear  in  their  correct  relative 


size#  In  this  sketch  D,  show  the  apparent  size  of  what  you  saw 


OBJECT 


MOON 


SKETCH  D 


21*  In  your  own  words  please  describe  the  sighting  you  observed.  Use  sketches 
if  desired.  All  observations  from  the  time  of  first  sighting  to  the  time 


of  dissappeararice  are  inportant.  Include  a description  of  the  weatherj 
wind,  and  cloud  conditions  at  the  time  of  this  sighting. 
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22.  Your  fu3-l  name:  /-  V- 

23.  Your  address: 

2i*.  Your  occupation;  /(>£;  r/^i^s /O 
25*  Last  school  you  attended: 

26.  Year  of  last  attendance  at  this  school: 

27.  Please  list  the  names  and  addresses  of  persons  who  discussed  this  sighting 
with  you.  It  is  not  necessaiy  to  list  the  names  of  officials  or  investigators. 


28.  Further  comments  which  you  believe  are  important  should  be  entered  here. 


Use  additional  sheets  of  the  same  sizo  if  necessary. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


fire  or  the  risin,-:  sun  but  not  r.s  bri  'it.  Tho  shn'o  v/cis  ••escribe!  li]:o  thnt  of 


vfws  in  si  'it  for  a " r o:^ 


nn  eol.  Ion.-  narrov/  an'  oblon  ••  iac 
five  to  ten  (5  to  10)  nin-j!*c3  an  ’ at  fii’-t  si  htin-,  cr  car-"*  '^  •'*0  , -j' utionary, 

then  be^ian  to  rise  ani  incrci\sc  sooed  until  it  disa  ■ •'eared.  ,.'eit!;cr  : n/'.  2* -aut 
ccjI'J  ostiunto  tiie  snoed  of  -t^  e tut  ! ectiuato  ' ' si  v.s 

"could  be  envor"'!  frori  si  :Iit  v:it’'.  a th -r.b  at  ans  length  v.-hen  fir.-/-  r.ot’ 


« • • 

0^  ^ * ' 1 J 
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increasing  in  size  and  loneth  as  it  raised  and  massed  overload  • 
odor  or  nat-?rial  :r.atter  v/ns  notico*'  and  the  tri  ; tness  of  t e li  '.t  v:ac  ’ •- 
pared  to  the  of  a ''or-ty  (dc*)  ’vatt  b'.ilb#  Infonsants  point'  of  observation 

was  on  the  side  of  a small  l.ill,  the  angle  to  top  of  the  hill  ' ein  • a;'  rcj::.- 
mately  15  degrees  from  level.  Additional  infomation  v.'as  j'.vcn  by  infon'ii"-*  • 
to  the  effect  that  as  OBJECT  moved  overhead  t small  bright  li;.»L  lihe  a s^ar  ..'as 
seen  ahead  cf  the  body  of  the  OBJECT  followed  by  a long  narro’v  rod-’ish-y-^llo’v 
glovr*  No  smoke  or  vapor  trail  v.’'as  seen  and  vmen  •’•he  OBJECT  was  due  so-at’i  0^  point 
of  observation,  hrs.^i®Bi^^^tated  a shower  of  soarhs  like  "four'-h  of  Ji’ly  Cpark- 
lers"  anpeared  to  come  from  the  leading  end*  ^■r^■^■■i■^tetated  the  CIJJJV  'vas 
unlike  anything  he  had  ever  read  about  or  seen  pic 


NOTE:  Neigh  orhood  <x  i’clice  chocks  rev'*aled  neg'^-l-^ve  ir.'i'or :r ‘ r*in  any 

criminal  activities  or  cad  character  -tabits  of  inforr»ants.  Bet',  "r.  c ’ rs. 

•f  average  intelli  once  an-*,  have  a -ood  renuta-i;inr.  In  tk.o  c-r-.r*-''.  Ity. 
They  seem  in  fair  ;h  'sicpl  condition  and  to  'r.r.ve  an  avera  e liy  ar.’s  knc’.vled ;^e  of 
fli'-ht  conditions,  hr a man  of  about  fift'’/’  to  fi  't  ’-igge  (5C  e 52j 
years  of  age,  is  shorter  t!.an  a\’‘erai;o  and  is  thin  in  build,  h r s • s 

approximately  forty-nine  years  of  age,  is  of  average  -i-ei  *ht  an.!  si  i^_;’itly  linc.y 
in  build.  Che  vrears  eye-glasses  noto^^^o.^ry  Ions  type,  in-’ic ' •‘'ing  0 S-nall  de- 
gree of  correction  in  eight.  Ur.  a painter  by  trade  -And  neither  in- 

formant stated  any  preferred  hobbled 


AT  .VIRGINIA 


Insurance  .'alocr-.an. 


s -.bstanco: 


Vr-.at 


rcnir.atelv  I'^'^O 


e driving  north  cn  .liv.'o.y  220  betvoen 

o >1  1'.  ,‘/rk  in 


On  2 August  1949,  hr 
*.vas.  interviewed  and  stated 
TYours,  12  hay  1949,  he  and 

Boones  hill  and  :.o^oke,  Virginia,  viH^Bi^^alled  his  attention  to  an  OBJECT 
the  slcy.  he  and^^^parked  tlie  vehicle  and  dismounted,  i.t  first  si  hting  a 
single  OrJECT  appeared  at  a**  roxlmately  265  dogrees  from  herf.  and  at  an  an-le 
40  to  50  degrees  above  a level  horizontal  lii:o.  The  ooint  of  -.s'^rvation  v/r-s 
in  a valley  and  the  OBJECT  apoeared  gust  above  a mountain  to’'  in  a -/cst'-rly  di- 
rection. At  first  siphtiny  the  OJJhCT  could  3mvo  been  c'-'vored  from  oigl'.t  v;ith 
the  thumb  at  ar-^.a  I'^n'th,  apnearod  to  ; 12  to  15,000  feet  !*.i  '•  and  Crem  eight 

to  ^•cn  (5  to  10)  mi^es  r.-zr.y,  rising  r>trrdght  urn  a little  n.'i-th  of  vertical  in 
the  vfost  an-d  nassin"  ov-^r'.cad  to  disa*'noar  into  th.e  oast  v.t  r.  'cii'.t 
ma^Fely  P5  degrees  from  North.  Tho  C'iJE'.'T  remained  in  \n  w'  for  f’rom  five  to  ten 
(5  to  10)  minute^an^^^^ogred  to  planes  was  travelling  at  a speed  of  over  400 
miles  per  hon-i^BBIi^Wd^cr.lbod  the  C ‘'JECT  as  , «ing  long,  thin  an-*  of  n 
t!ish-yel  lovr  glow.  The  tin  ivas  a ball  of  bri  tor  and  whiter  .:lowin'*  ligh.t  fol- 
lov'.'od  by  a space  whore  nothin  , vras  soon,  and  then  a long  tail,  nari'ov/’  at  the 
front  ani  get ‘■in  , wi-dcr  toward  t'.:o  roar.  Additional  infer  at-* ->n  .;a  . iven  by 

0 th.o  effect  that  f .c  ?' .' XJT  glo'..'ed  like  a ll'-ht  soon  t!irou'-fi  t!-.o  fog, 

^ « w W ^ 

looked  li’-?  n long  t!:in  carrot,  a - carod  to  ..ovr  ^omcvdiat  li’*e  n snsho,  and 
^ained  speed  and  Ic'igth  a.^  it  r'd.sO'i  an'-’  pas.jod  overhead,  h'o  cr  vapor 
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Ilci^h’-oriiood  i Police  Checks  revcal^BHj^^Mris  no  record  oL'  exces?iro 
drinkin';  or  a cri'.innl  natvro,  is  elieved  to  ’ e ofa^^je  intoll  i^ence  and 
has  a frood  c>.aracter  standing  in  the  c.^:.mun^ty.<iil^M^ffs  r”  trpri' ir. ?'? 
years  of  a.e,  is  of  r.ci  ht  and  slri  dcr  bu^^^^^oins  to  be  ,,cod 

sicnl  condition  and  Joes  not  wear  eye-  ;lasEesJ^J|(|BJfcieori3  to  hp.ve  an 

aj^e  la^er-anJc  knowled-e  of  flight  conditions  f.n^^P^ost1io  hobbies  of  t-.s-'-'-all 
and  hunting. 

5.  Cn  2 /,ugust  IflO,  Sales:. :an, 

S'X,  vras  interviev/ed  an*’  sta'^c^^^^ubstance:  Tliat  at  approximately  I'TtO  henr.*?, 

12  j.iay  lPd9,  he  vre.s  driving  on  hi-..*ay  220  be+r.veon  Loones  T ill  and  hoanoh'',  .ir- 
ginia,  v/hen  his  attention  ’.Tas  dravm  to  an  OC-JL-.'-T  in  the  sky.  .le  parke'’  the 
vehicle  and  dismounted.  At  first  si^-Z-ting,  n sin-,le  01'J-jC?  appeared  at  aoprox- 
ijnately  2^5  degrees  froinllorth  and  at  an  angle  ^0  to  50  de^,roes  at’-^ve  a level 
horisontp.l  line.  Tlie  noint  of  o'servetion  was  in  a valley  and  t!ie  C.'’J  -s.T  no 'car- 
ed on  the  horizon  even  v.d.th  o.  mountain  top  in  a v/estcrly  direction.  At  first 
sighting  the  CteC  C co.-ld  have  been  covered  fro-i  si  ’ht  with,  the  th.vm.b  at  arnj 
length  (length  for  le-'gth),  anper.red  to  be  ol-'ht  to  ^en  (o  to  lo)  niloc  sway, 
risin  ^ jtraiv.'.t  uo  a It  north  vertical  in  the  v,rcst  and  "«a33in,-.  ^'.''rhoed. 


fading  out  in 
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east  at  a point  ao  .roximately  100  do  ;rees  fro-  !.'or 
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C1!.JPCT  re:.’ained  in  vio*.T  for  ton  (lO)  vin-'tos  and  co:'.'oarcd  to  planes  vras  travel 
ling  at  a sn«ed  of  approxiristely  si  -hundred  (oOO)  miles  por  hc’r.  PaY  described 
the  CBJZCT  as  bein;*  a rod  rlowin"  li'“*'t  of  oblong  s .ape,  siiilar  to  t’*at  o^  f:e 
smoke  trvil  left  b*^  nlonss  using  rocket  assist  units  on  take  off.  The  red  low 

1/  ^ V ^ 

had  the  effect  of  lights  seen  through  smoke,  vr  g longer  than  it  was  ’.vide  and  in- 
creased in  len:'th  and  width  as  it  r..isod  and  moved  ov  rh.ead,  Jlo  sroko  •'r  \nioor 

^ i 

trail  wa.T^oeon  and  t'  e glow  faded  out  as  the  O jJbbT  moved  across  +‘:e  .sky.  The 
0 J^uT  traveled  in  straight  flight  from  ,.'S.V  to  iLCP  and  no  material  lat-^r.r  was 
noticed. 
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’’oighborhood  &.  Police  c.:ccks  re',  on 


to  have  no  record  of  o-ccs.civo 


’ri?'’Z:ing  and  no  record  of  a cri  :i  la'*  nat-ure.  ue  is  a man  of  average  i‘’'tel'liy.'Jiace 
and  is  resoected  for  good  charccter  in  the  C'’‘mT:'mity.  ac  appears  to  be  in  good 
pliysical  condition,  does  not  woor  eye-glassa^^^  as  all  la^mian,  his  knowle  dge 
of  conditions  recording  flight  are  limited*  an  >roxi'na'*-  ly  4C  years  of 

aye,  is  on  the  short  side  of  avcra.re  height  and  is  of  iiusky  build.  Infcr^nnt’s 
hobbles  are  baseball,  huntin."  and  fishing. 


6.  The  follo’.ving  was  received  fro:.!  S.  ’.Teather  Bureau,  Depart  'ont  cf 
CoriiTierce,  h'oodrum  field,  Roanoke,  Virginia: 


ficial  S”nsGt  for  12  ..ay  1940*  Recorded  as  1919  hours  (7:19  ’ll) 


Of 


Official  weather  recoid;  for 
as  7000  scattered;  25  :niles 
at  14  Piles  ocr  hour. 


12  Pay  1949,  1830  hoi’.rs  (6:30  .1.;):  Recorded 
visibility;  Curfac©  wind  fro:’i  the  Coutheast 
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Officio.1  wcfitber  ronort  for  12  ■ 1'’49 
as  300C  ncattorcd;  CO  miles  vi3ibi?,itv  ; 
oast  at  12  miles  per  hour* 


1930  ’lours 


;c 
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Surface  wind  fron  ret 
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Official  vrinds  aloft  report  released 
Virginia,  on  12  :.a.  1049,  is  rocor''6-i 


# 

r%  • 1 
• ^ 


t. 


as : 


or 


iurcau 


..orCirvi:! 


> 


1^00  'Vir.ds  Aloft  Reuort  (4{0Q  Pli) 

4 


Surface 

v.'ind  from  150 

degrees 

at  2 

knots 

2000* 

tt 

* 190 

tl 

ft 

2 

ft 

SOOO* 

tt 

' 220 

M 

tt 

3 

tt 

4-000 ' 

tt 

* 2G0 

tt 

It 

3 

ft 

5000* 

t| 

* 300 

H 

tt 

6 

n 

6000* 

It 

* 330 

1 1 

It 

11 

It 

7000* 

ft 

* 320 

It 

tt 

14 

tf 

8000* 

tt 

* 330 

tt 

tt 

14 

tt 

9000* 

It 

* 340 

n 

It 

15 

tt 

10,000* 

It 

* 340 

It 

It 

17 

It 

12,000* 

tt 

' ■ 340 

It 

# ^ 

II 

17 

1? 

% 

2200  V7ind  s Aloft  "^.eport  (lp:CQ 


Surface 
2000* 
3000* 
4000* 
5000* 
6000* 
7000* 
8000* 
9000' 
10,000* 
12,000* 
14,000* 
If, 000* 
18,000* 
20,000* 
25,000* 


ivind  from 

It  ft 

W It 

It  It 

n It 

It  tt 

It  It 

It  It 

It  It 

n M 

It  tt 


tt 

tl 

tt 

If 

tt 


20  degrees  at  5 knots 


50 

ft 

’*  4 

10 

11 

" 6 

360 

It 

’•  13 

10 

II 

'*  16 

20 

tt 

” 16 

20 

tt 

»•  16 

,20 

ft  ' 

**  16 

10 

tt 

13 

360 

It 

'*  34 

10 

tt 

*’  22 

o40 

tl 

" 15 

340 

11 

*'  12 

350 

tt 

’*  12 

340 

It 

**  14 

320 

It 

*'  12 

NCTlHi  All  tine  is  Standard  Time  for  Roanoke,  Virginia,  area  cenyerted  from 

2-timc.  'Tcathcr  bureau  at  Ronmke,  Virginia,  is  run  by  civilians  and 

is  nob  connected  *>vith  tho  i'ilitary. 
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3*  Local  sch-.'dul'^c  nf  co:u*iorci;\l  aircraft  at  oodrin  .‘icld, 

loar.oke,  \/ir^ir.ia,  ovsr  o:ri,od  12  .'a;/ 
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9.  Information  on  air  activity  in  vicinity  of 
12  I'ay  1949  covering;  neriod  around  sunsot,  receivod 
tors  of  V/oodrum  Field,  Virginia,  is  as  follov/s: 


Tioanoke,  Vr^inia, 
from  Control  Tovrer 


or 


•'ora- 


a«  The  Air  l?eserve  Unit  had  no  fli^^ht  in  the  air  at  that  time, 
b.  Two  Uavens  from  ./oodrum  Field  were  fl  -inc  local. 


c.  No  air  traffic  exceot  tho  scheduled  .xirlines  wore  knovm  to  be  in 
the  area  during  the  period  of  sun  dovm  and  for  some  tir.e  tliereai'ter. 


balloons 


d. 

used 


JIo  knovm  objects  are  relea.-cd  in  this  area  except  v^eather  bure..u 


for  v/’inds  aloft  readings. 
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10.  Review  of  lot;  naintcii  ;od  bjf  Operators  of  t'.ic  CoirL-'un' cation  Station 
(C/u\),  Roanoke,  Virginia,  (Knov/n  to  pilots  as  r’oanoke  .'{adio  (•■  Roanoke  Ran^^-.o 
Stations.)  reveal  an  or‘Ty  in  log  in  ar.s*vor  to  a request  for  naintcnanco  to 
tele  phone  an'  tclot 'pe  lines  t'»  correct  int  jrference.  The  entry  is  as  follovvs: 

”1112  ATX  calls  an*'  reports  that  trouble  on  tclctypo  li-.es  are 
caused  b;/  earth  currents  (Arorc  ;.orer.les)  and  v.*e  noy  errpoct 
this  condition  to  last  for  some  time.” 

Time  of  entry  was  1112  A.!  12  .Vay  1949. 

ATT  is  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Corpany. 

A second  entry  in  lor,  was  noted.  Tntr;;  was  a report  made  by  the  oilot  of  air- 
craft number  HHI^  enroute  from  Ilashville,  Term.,  to  ..^shington,  D.  C.,  fly- 
ing at  8000  feet  VFR.  Report  \ras  made  at  0906  PJ  over  Roanoke,  Virginia.  The 
•report  v;as  that  the  pilot  had  sighted  a comet  or  shooting  star  vrhen  lie  'vas 
about  five  minutes  out  of  Pulaski.  Comet  vras  at  approximately  10,000  feot. 

Time  of  entry  v^as  0906  HI,  12  May  1949 


11.  Miscellaneous  inforruatior.,  r’-r.ors  and  r^norts  are  as  follovfs: 

Control  Tor/er  at  uoodrum  field,  Roanoke,  Virginia  received  a call 
from  Pulaski  Radio,  .'ulaski,  Virginia,  the  night  of  12  May  1949,  In  regard  to 
tvTo  (2)  calls  Pulaski  Radio  had  received  to  the  effect  th.at  a nlane  vras  on  fire 
and  ^va5  fl.ving  in  a northeasterly  direction  at  aporoxinatoly  10,000  feet. 
Pulaski  Radio  advised  i/oodrltn  Tovrer  of  a call  from  the  pilot  cf  aircraft  rnra- 
ber  NG  5716,  over  Pulasl:i,  Virginia,  inquiring  if  Pulaski  Radio  Operators  had 
sighted  a comet  at  10,000  feot.  '..bodrim  Field  Control  Tov'cr  also  received 
telephone  calls  in  regard  to  unicno’.vn  lights  in  tho  sky.  Cne  call  reported  an 
orange  colored  ball  of  fire,  first  sighted  overiiead,  fall  in  a northea:**.  crly 
direction,  disappearing  behind  the  moxuitaiiis.  Ro  names  v/ere  listed  for  any 
of  these  calls.  The  only  knovm  object  released  in  the  area  v.-.s  a •.7eath/*r  bal- 
loon for  v/inds  aloft  ro'orts.  Ro  trajectory  record  for  t’:is  balloon  v/as  re- 
quested. The  03JCCI  had  no  knovm  contact  v;ith  the  earth  and  no  p otoyra‘'hs 
are  knovm  to  e:-:ist.  Ro  maneuvers  of,  or  projections  on,  the  were  re- 

ported. 


12.  Tho  followin': 
03JBCT  by  Informants: 


sketches  are  the  ’writers  (bnlication  of  those  drawn  of 
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